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Press Release, 20 March 2006

“Council, Cathedral & Campus unite around Fairtrade”

Canterbury’s unique Fairtrade hat-trick!

It is very rare that the Lord Mayor of Canterbury, the leader of Canterbury City Council  and the Vice Chancellor of the University of Kent have the opportunity to sit down for lunch with the Dean of Canterbury and the Bishop of Dover.  A joint celebration of Fairtrade on Thursday 16 March status provided one such unique occasion.

Canterbury has excellent reasons to celebrate.  Canterbury District has just been declared as the 150th Fairtrade Town in the country and the first Fairtrade District in Kent. Canterbury Cathedral has recently achieved Fairtrade Cathedral status and the University of Kent has been recognised as a Fairtrade University.  The simultaneous achievement of Fairtrade District, Cathedral and University status is unique. “The community of Canterbury Cathedral is very excited indeed to be part of the Fairtrade initiative” said the Dean of Canterbury, the Very Reverend Robert Willis.  “We are immensely pleased to be sharing this with both City and University.”
The visit of Maria Sergeant, a Fairtrade banana producer from the Windward Islands, on Thursday provided the ideal occasion for the triple celebration.  And the restaurant at the local farmers’ market, the Goods Shed, offered the perfect venue.  All the ingredients for the lunch came either from local Kent farms or from Fairtrade cooperatives in the Third World.
“This is the climax of a fantastic Fairtrade Fortnight in Canterbury” says Professor Richard Norman, chairman of Canterbury District Fairtrade Steering Group.  “It started with a Fairtrade celebration which packed Canterbury Cathedral to bursting point.  Almost every day since then has seen at least one Fairtrade event in the city.  And now we are celebrating the award of Fairtrade status to three of Canterbury’s most important institutions.  It just shows what can be achieved when all sections of the community work together.”

Ends
NOTES:
1.
Canterbury City Council adopted a resolution on 17 February 2005 which gave cross-party backing to support for Fairtrade and local produce.

2.
The fact that Canterbury has achieved Fairtrade District, University and Cathedral status shows that there is extensive public support for Fairtrade. This support is reflected in the increasing sales of Fairtrade products (such as tea, coffee, chocolate and fruit) in local shops, cafes and supermarkets.  Supporting Third World farmers has never been easier.

3.
Fairtrade Fortnight takes place annually during the first two weeks of March to raise awareness of Fairtrade.  It is organised nationally by the Fairtrade Foundation, an independent non-profit organization founded by Christian Aid, Oxfam and other development organizations in the early 1990s.

ATTACHED PHOTOS:

Fair004.jpg and P1000243.jpg:    The Three Institutions unite around Fairtrade

From left to right: The Dean of Canterbury (the Very Reverend Robert Willis); the Lord Mayor of Canterbury (Cllr Lewis Norris); Fairtrade banana producer from the Windward Islands (Maria Sergeant); the Vice-Chancellor of the University of Kent (Professor David Melville) and the leader of Canterbury City Council (Cllr Harry Cragg).
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The Dean receives a Fairtrade certificate on behalf of the Cathedral

From left to right: The Dean of Canterbury (the Very Reverend Robert Willis) and Fairtrade banana producer from the Windward Islands, Maria Sergeant.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION:

Sian Pettman, Coordinator, Canterbury District Fairtrade Network

Email: spettman@gn.apc.org  Tel: 01227 452973 / 077 697 100 68

The Fairtrade Foundation: www.fairtrade.org.uk




