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Launch of a new Fairtrade Guide to the District

Fairtrade Fortnight (26 February–10 March)

One year after Canterbury, Whitstable and Herne Bay were officially recognised as a Fairtrade District, local support for Fairtrade continues to grow.

Fairtrade Fortnight kicks off on Monday 26 February, and local campaigners will be launching a new 16-page Fairtrade Guide to the district.  The Guide lists all the outlets in the district where Fairtrade products can be bought and enjoyed.  It also provides background information on the FAIRTRADE Mark and explains how it guarantees a fair deal to producers in developing countries. The Guide has been sponsored by Canterbury City Council, the Co-operative Party and by local businesses including Canterbury Wholefoods, The Good Food Café and Manor Barn Alternative Therapy Centre.

The new Guide was welcomed by the Executive Director of the Fairtrade Foundation, Harriet Lamb CBE, when she visited the University of Kent on 16 February to deliver an Open Lecture.  She applauded Canterbury for being the only place in the country to have achieved Fairtrade District, Fairtrade University and Fairtrade Cathedral status simultaneously. “Canterbury, Whitstable and Herne Bay have a vibrant Fairtrade campaign”, she said.  “The District provides a shining example of how a community can work together to change things”.

Local businesses are also being encouraged to provide Fairtrade tea and coffee for their staff.  In response to a national ‘Fairtrade at Work’ campaign, BT nationally has converted to Fairtrade coffee, and it is now served in BT’s Canterbury canteen.

Activities planned for Fairtrade Fortnight include displays in local supermarkets. Shoppers will be invited to sample Fairtrade products at:

•
Morrisons in Wincheap, Canterbury on Friday 2 March (10am-4pm);

•
Sainsbury’s in Chestfield on Saturday 3 March (10am-4pm);

•
The Co-op in Herne Bay on Saturday 10 March (10am-2pm).
There will be a Fairtrade Fair in the dining hall of Rutherford College at the University of Kent on Wednesday 28 February at which all are welcome to enjoy a delicious range of Kentish local produce alongside Fairtrade food and drink.

The Canterbury United Nations Association will be hosting a Fairtrade lunch, open to all, in St Peter’s Methodist Church Hall, Canterbury, on Saturday 3 March (11am-3pm).

PHOTO ATTACHED

Fairtrade Guide Launch.jpg: The Launch of the 2007 Fairtrade Guide to Canterbury, Herne Bay and Whitstable by the Executive Director of the Fairtrade Foundation, together with representatives of Canterbury City Council, Canterbury Cathedral and the University of Kent.

From left to right: Canon Edward Condry (Canon Treasurer at the Cathedral); Harriet Lamb (Executive Director at the Fairtrade Foundation); Matthew McLellan (Policy Officer at Canterbury City Council) and David Melville (Vice Chancellor of the University of Kent).
PHOTO OPPORTUNITY ON SATURDAY 3 MARCH

Cllr Julia Seath, who is a member of the Canterbury District Fairtrade Steering Group and launched the Fairtrade District campaign, will be visiting the Fairtrade display stand in Sainsbury’s store, Chestfield, at 10.15 on Saturday 3 March.

NOTES:
1.
Canterbury City Council adopted a resolution on 17 February 2005 which gave cross-party backing to support for Fairtrade and local produce.

2.
Canterbury achieved Fairtrade District, University and Cathedral status in March 2006.  Extensive public support for Fairtrade is reflected in the increasing availability of Fairtrade products (such as tea, coffee, chocolate and fruit) in local shops, cafés and supermarkets. 

3.
Fairtrade Fortnight takes place annually during the first two weeks of March to raise awareness of Fairtrade.  It is organised nationally by the Fairtrade Foundation, an independent non-profit organisation founded by Christian Aid, Oxfam and other development organisations in the early 1990s.

4.
The new 16-page Fairtrade Guide to Canterbury, Herne Bay and Whitstable will be available in the Tourist Information Centres in the three towns.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION:

Richard Norman, Chair, Canterbury District Fairtrade Network

Email: richardnorman_970@fsmail.net   Tel: 01227 760 467 / 077 322 77 001

Sian Pettman, Coordinator, Canterbury District Fairtrade Network

Email: spettman@gn.apc.org  Tel: 01227 452973 / 077 697 100 68

Canterbury District Fairtrade Network: www.canterburyfairtradenetwork.org.uk
The Fairtrade Foundation: www.fairtrade.org.uk
