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Press Release, 6 March 2006

“Canterbury unites around Fairtrade”

Celebration of the Missa Luba in Canterbury Cathedral

At the launch of this year’s Fairtrade Fortnight celebrations, more than 1000 people squeezed into Canterbury Cathedral for an evening of African music, drumming and dance.  At the heart of the celebration was a performance of the Congolese mass - the Missa Luba - by the Maridadi singers and drummers, local churches & school children and soloist, Angeline Kanagasooriam.  The festive spirit of African music filled the Cathedral, as singers and dancers from ‘Music for Change’ engaged the audience in African rhythm and song.

Speaking on behalf of Christian Aid, Holly Ellson said: “Every time you choose to buy Fairtrade, you may be adding a slight cost to your shopping budget.  But because of your decision, somebody on the other side of the world has just received a fair wage for their hard work.  Your purchase speaks of your refusal to exploit the poor.” 
Canterbury has excellent reasons to celebrate Fairtrade Fortnight.  Canterbury District has just been declared as the 150th Fairtrade Town in the country and the first Fairtrade District in Kent.  The University of Kent has recently attained Fairtrade University status and Canterbury Cathedral has also been recognised as a Fairtrade Church. The simultaneous achievement of Fairtrade District, University and Cathedral status is unique, and places Canterbury at the forefront of the movement to empower ordinary people to make a positive difference to the lives of Third World farmers.

“The people of Canterbury are a people who care! This is the message which resonates loud and clear.” says event organiser and member of the Cathedral congregation, Fiona Taylor. 

Summing up the atmosphere of the Missa Luba celebrations, the Bishop of Dover, the Right Reverend Stephen Venner, commented: “The Missa Luba was an experience of vitality and joy which was a tremendous credit to everyone involved.  The message came across very clearly that the small things we do by buying Fairtrade goods can make a huge difference to others.  The fact that the Missa Luba packed Canterbury Cathedral, despite the ice dancing final on TV, shows what can happen when people are inspired by the right priorities!”
NOTES:
1.
Fairtrade Fortnight takes place annually during the first two weeks of March to raise awareness of Fairtrade.  It is organised nationally by the Fairtrade Foundation, an independent non-profit organisation.  The theme of this year’s Fortnight (6-19 March) is “Got the Fairtrade Habit?  Pass it on…”  A large number of celebratory events and supermarket stalls is being held in Canterbury, Whitstable and Herne Bay this month to publicise Fairtrade.

2.
The Missa Luba is a setting of the traditional words of the Mass using Congolese musical styles and rhythms.  This marriage of European and African cultures is a fitting celebration of the way in which Fairtrade links European consumers with producers in Africa and the rest of the developing world.

3.
‘Music for Change’ is a Canterbury-based organisation which celebrates cultural diversity through music and the arts.  

4.
The Maridadi singers were formed in Canterbury in 1997, and the drummers soon afterwards.  The name Maridadi is a Swahili word meaning beautiful.  The Maridadi musicians aim to foster a feeling of personal enrichment and communal celebration through sharing in musical cultures from around the world.  The musical director and choir leader is Anita Memmott.  The drum leader is Kevin Richards.

5.
The fact that Canterbury has achieved Fairtrade District, University and Cathedral status shows that there is extensive local support for Fairtrade. This support is reflected in the increasing availability of Fairtrade products (such as tea, coffee, chocolate and fruit) in the District’s shops, cafes and supermarkets.  Supporting Third World farmers has never been easier.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION:

Sian Pettman, Coordinator, Canterbury District Fairtrade Network

Email: spettman@gn.apc.org  Tel: 01227 452973 / 077 697 100 68

The Fairtrade Foundation: www.fairtrade.org.uk




