[image: image1.jpg]Guarantees
a better deal

for Third World

FAIRTRADE Producers





Press Release 2nd October 2006

Canterbury wins national awards for Fairtrade campaigning

Local campaigners have received a prestigious award from the national Fairtrade Foundation for their work in promoting Fairtrade in the Canterbury area.

Each year, the Fairtrade Foundation presents awards for the most impressive activities undertaken during Fairtrade Fortnight – the two weeks in March when campaigners across the country organise activities to raise awareness of Fairtrade.  There are four categories of these awards – for ‘Outreach & Networking’, ‘Media & Communications’, ‘Imagination’, and ‘Outstanding Achievement’.  The Canterbury District Fairtrade Network has received an award in the ‘Outstanding Achievement’ category for its work this year. 

The award acknowledges the great diversity of activities organised by the Canterbury Network, which included visits by mango farmers from Burkina Faso and a banana producer from the Windward Islands, and ranged from stalls in local supermarkets to an aerial banner sponsored by the Co-op which was flown over Canterbury, Herne Bay and Whitstable to urge shoppers to support Fairtrade.  Other events took place at the University of Kent including a storytelling event, a football tournament, and a Fairtrade wine-tasting.  The highlight of the fortnight was a celebration of Fairtrade in Canterbury Cathedral which included a performance of the Congolese mass ‘Missa Luba’ and was attended by well over 1000 people.

Canterbury Cathedral also won first prize in the "Faith" category of the Fairtrade Foundation's creative banner competition.  The Cathedral's banner was designed and painted by Network member Fiona Taylor

The awards were presented at a Fairtrade Foundation ceremony in London on Saturday 30th September.  Veronica Pasteur, Campaigns Officer of the Fairtrade Foundation, said:

“We were really impressed with the ‘Missa Luba’ event which filled Canterbury Cathedral to overflowing – it sounds fantastic.  The fact that you were celebrating achieving Fairtrade status in the District, Cathedral and the University is amazing and quite some achievement.”
ATTACHED PHOTOS:

Award Presentation.jpg:

Fiona Taylor (on behalf of Canterbury District Fairtrade Network) receiving Canterbury’s Fairtrade award from Silver Kasoro-Atwoki (Mabale Tea Growers, Uganda)

FT Award Group.jpg:

Members of Canterbury District Fairtrade Network with Canterbury’s Fairtrade Award (Left to right: Matthew McLellan, Canterbury City Council; Joy Sharman, Canterbury’s Traidcraft Key Contact; Fiona Taylor, Canterbury Cathedral; Sian Pettman, St Stephen’s Church Canterbury; Rick Norman, East Kent Humanists; and Jennifer Walters, St Peter’s Methodist Church Canterbury).

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION:

Sian Pettman, Coordinator, Canterbury District Fairtrade Network

Email: spettman@gn.apc.org  Tel: 01227 452973 / 077 697 100 68

Richard Norman, Chairman, Canterbury District Fairtrade Steering Group

Email: richardnorman_970@fsmail.net  Tel: 01227 760467 or 077 322 77 001

The Fairtrade Foundation: www.fairtrade.org.uk

NOTES:
1.
The FAIRTRADE Mark is the only independent consumer label which guarantees that disadvantaged Third World farmers are getting a better deal for their products.  Today, more than 5 million people - farmers, workers and their families - across 49 developing countries benefit from the international Fairtrade system.  

2.
Fairtrade Fortnight takes place annually during the first two weeks of March to raise awareness of Fairtrade.  It is organised nationally by the Fairtrade Foundation, an independent non-profit organization founded by Christian Aid, Oxfam and other development organizations in the early 1990s.

3.
In Fairtrade Fortnight 2006, Canterbury, Herne Bay and Whitstable celebrated recognition as a Fairtrade District, the University of Kent celebrated becoming a Fairtrade University, and Canterbury Cathedral celebrated becoming a Fairtrade Cathedral.  These achievements show that there is extensive local support for Fairtrade, reflected in the increasing availability of Fairtrade products (such as tea, coffee, chocolate and fruit) in the district’s shops, cafes and supermarkets.  Supporting Third World farmers has never been easier.

