[image: image1.jpg]Guarantees
a better deal

for Third World

FAIRTRADE Producers




PRESS RELEASE:

CANTERBURY, WHITSTABLE

AND HERNE BAY CELEBRATE

‘FAIRTRADE DISTRICT’ AWARD
Canterbury, Whitstable and Herne Bay have achieved official recognition as a Fairtrade District.  At the same time, the University of Kent has been awarded Fairtrade University status, and Canterbury Cathedral has been awarded Fairtrade Church status.

These titles are awarded by the Fairtrade Foundation – the national body which certifies Fairtrade products such as tea, coffee, chocolate, fruit and many other items.  The FAIRTRADE Mark is the guarantee that sales of these products give a fair deal to producers in developing countries.

To achieve Fairtrade District, Fairtrade University and Fairtrade Cathedral status, local campaigners had to provide evidence of extensive support for Fairtrade locally, demonstrating that such products are widely available in shops and cafes, and that events have been held to raise public awareness.  

‘Fairtrade Towns’ range from small villages to large districts.  Canterbury district is the 150th ‘Fairtrade Town’ in the UK – a landmark achievment for the Fairtrade Foundation.  Canterbury’s simultaneous recognition of Fairtrade status for the District, Cathedral and University is a first in the country.

This achievement will be celebrated in Fairtrade Fortnight, from 4th to 19th March.  During these two weeks, events are organised throughout the UK to raise awareness of Fairtrade, but in Canterbury the fortnight will also be the occasion for the celebration of the local achievement.  Highlights of the fortnight will be

1. A performance of the Missa Luba, an African mass, in the Cathedral on Saturday 4th March.  Further details at http://www.canterbury.anglican.org/missaluba/ or contact Fiona Taylor, tel 01227 595667, email fiona@meteors.demon.co.uk
2. A visit by Fairtrade mango producers from Burkina Faso on Wednesday 8th March.  They will be taking part in a Fairtrade promotion at Canterbury Wholefoods, and talking to customers at the Good Food Café, where a ‘Mango Focus’ lunch will be available.  Further details to follow.  Contact: Sian Pettman, tel 01227 452973, email spettman@gn.apc.org
3. A  celebratory lunch in The Goods Shed on Thursday 16th March, hosted by the Lord Mayor of Canterbury, when the Fairtrade District, Fairtrade University and Fairtrade Cathedral certificates will be presented by a Fairtrade banana producer from the Windward Islands.  Further details to follow.  Contact: Steve James, email steve.james@canterbury.gov.uk, tel 01227 862060
Throughout the fortnight there will also be stall in local stores, and on the campuses of the University of Kent and Christ Church University, publicising Fairtrade and offering samples of Fairtrade goods to members of the public.
Further details from:
Richard Norman, Chair, Canterbury District Fairtrade Network

Tel: 01227 760467 or 07732 277 001
Email: richardnorman_970@fsmail.net

