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PRESS RELEASE:

VISIT OF FAIRTRADE MANGO 

FARMERS TO CANTERBURY

Two mango farmers from Burkina Faso, in west Africa, will be visiting Canterbury on Wednesday 8th March to spread the message of Fairtrade.  They will be at Canterbury Wholefoods in Jewry Lane to talk to shoppers, and at lunchtime they will visit the Good Food Café in the same building, where a special ‘Mango Focus’ lunch will be available.

Issaka Sommande and Arsene Sourabie are representatives of two farmers’ cooperatives in Burkina Faso, and will talk to customers about their cooperatives’ work: drying hundreds of tonnes of fresh organic mangoes, teaching their members improved farming practices and organic agriculture, and promoting literacy in the communities.  The visit is being organised by Tropical Wholefoods, who market the dried mangoes in the UK, and will be a demonstration of the difference that Fairtrade can make to the lives of people in one of the poorest countries in the world.

This will be one of a series of events in Fairtrade Fortnight (4th-19th March), when local Fairtrade campaigners will be celebrating the official recognition of Canterbury, Whitstable and Herne Bay as a Fairtrade District, of the University of Kent as a Fairtrade University, and of Canterbury Cathedral as a Fairtrade Church.

PHOTO CALL
12.00 noon, Wednesday 8th March:  Issaka and Arsene will be available to meet the press.

Location: Canterbury Wholefoods, 1&2 Jewry Lane, Canterbury, CT1 2RP.

NOTES:
1. Fairtrade is an international scheme which provides Third World farmers with a fair price for their products.  Fairtrade products can be identified  by the FAIRTRADE Mark which is awarded by the Fairtrade Foundation to products which meet internationally agreed criteria.  The FAIRTRADE Mark can be found on over 1000 products, ranging from tea, coffee, chocolate and fruit to flowers, footballs, and cotton clothes.

2. To achieve Fairtrade District, Fairtrade University and Fairtrade Cathedral status, local campaigners had to provide evidence of extensive support for Fairtrade locally, demonstrating that such products are widely available in shops and cafes, and that events have been held to raise public awareness.  ‘Fairtrade Towns’ range from small villages to large districts.  Canterbury district is the 150th ‘Fairtrade Town’ in the UK – a landmark achievement for the Fairtrade Foundation.  Canterbury’s simultaneous recognition of Fairtrade status for the District, Cathedral and University is a first in the country.

3. Fairtrade Fortnight takes place annually in March to raise awareness of Fairtrade across the country.  In Canterbury the fortnight will see not only the celebration of local Fairtrade status but also a number of stalls and publicity events in local supermarkets, churches, and schools, and at the University of Kent and Canterbury Christ Church University.

4. Burkino Faso is the third poorest country in the world.  The average life expectancy is only 45.8 years - compared to 78.1 years in the UK.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION:

Contact:

Richard Norman, Chair, Canterbury District Fairtrade Network

Tel: 01227 760467 or 07732 277 001

Email: richardnorman_970@fsmail.net

