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JULIAN BRAZIER MP SEES STRENGTH OF

LOCAL CONCERN ABOUT GLOBAL POVERTY

More than 70 people packed into the Dominican Priory in Canterbury on Saturday morning (13 January) to emphasise to their MP, Julian Brazier, the depth of local concern about the on-going problem of world poverty.  

The purpose of the meeting was to review the progress made since the ‘Make Poverty History’ campaign of 2005, and to ask Mr Brazier to hold the government to account and to deliver on the promises made then.  Mr Brazier was also asked to feed the concerns of the meeting into the Conservative Party’s new Policy Group on Global Poverty.

The meeting was called by Canterbury District Fairtrade Network.  Other local organisations which were represented included Oxfam, Christian Aid, Traidcraft, and the World Development Movement, as well as local churches, Canterbury & District Inter-Faith Action and East Kent Humanists.

Elisabeth Davie, from Christian Aid, addressed the meeting and welcomed the progress made on debt cancellation and increases in overseas aid, but urged that aid and debt should not used by international finance institutions to impose unacceptable conditions on developing countries.  Richard Norman, a member of Oxfam, suggested that trade was the key to combating poverty, but that developing countries should not be forced to open up their markets too quickly and be swamped by the dumping of subsidised goods from Europe and the US.

Mr Brazier said that the size of the audience clearly demonstrated the strength of local concern about global poverty.  He agreed on the need to reform the international trading system, and said that ‘dumping’ of subsidised agricultural products was distorting world trade, preventing it from helping the poor, and driving local farmers and firms in developing countries out of business.  “For every £1 given in aid,” he said, “£2 of damage is done by the unfair international trading system.”  He agreed that it was unreasonable to expect developing countries to open up their markets to international competition in a short space of time, and that they needed to be given a “period of grace” in order to build up their export capacity and benefit from increased trade.

He confirmed that the Conservative Party is committed to ensuring that 0.7% of national income is allocated to development aid by 2013.  “It is difficult to praise too highly the role of NGOs such as Oxfam, CAFOD, Christian Aid and the Red Cross”, he said.  “A larger proportion of aid should be channeled through the NGOs as they are much more effective than anyone else in getting it through to ‘the sharp end’.”

He also underlined his support for Canterbury’s achievement of Fairtrade District status, and was pleased that this went along with support for the use of local produce from Kent farmers and producers.  He agreed to add his voice to the call for more local businesses to use Fairtrade products such as tea and coffee.

Sian Pettman, the Coordinator of Canterbury District Fairtrade Network, who was one of the principal organisers of the meeting, said afterwards:  “We were pleased that Mr Brazier agreed with so many of the points we raised, and we hope that he will convey the strength of feeling on this issue to his party’s Policy Group.  We are also very encouraged by the fact that local campaign groups plan to continue working together to maintain the momentum of the Make Poverty History campaign.”
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