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From Local to Global

Canterbury’s Celebration of One World Week
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One World Week is celebrated nationally each October with community action to strive for justice, equality and peace.  In Canterbury, celebrations focused on the Whole World Fair in St Peter’s Methodist Church Hall on Friday 26 and Saturday 27 October.  Many charities1, from the local to the global, had display stands at the fair, giving information about the work that they do to improve the lives of others.  There was also an impressive range of Fairtrade food and handicrafts on sale, as well as gifts, cards, jams, cakes and plants. 

The fair was a great success, with several hundred people visiting it over the course of the two days.  “I think this was the best Whole World Fair we’ve had so far”, said Joy Sharman, organiser of the fair. “There was a lovely atmosphere and it was great to see so many people chatting with the stallholders and relaxing over coffee or lunch.”  

Canterbury District Fairtrade Network organised a ‘Guess the number of Coffee Beans in the Jar’ competition. The winner was Mrs Judy Butler from Hales Place, whose estimate was just twenty less than the actual number of 2870.  She was presented with a hamper of Fairtrade products, kindly donated by Sainsbury’s.  Sainsbury’s supermarket has made impressive steps to increase its commitment to Fairtrade this year by switching all its bananas to Fairtrade and by setting up a Fair Development Fund to help Third World farmers meet Fairtrade standards. 

To conclude the One World Week celebrations, the local branch of the United Nations Association held their annual service in the Crypt of Canterbury Cathedral on the evening of Sunday 28th October.  The guest preacher was Elisabeth Davie on behalf of Christian Aid, speaking on the theme of justice and drawing on her experience of Guatemala.

For further information, contact:

Joy Sharman on: 01227 760 680 / 078 903 742 93 / joysharman@tiscali.co.uk

Photo attached: P1100868.jpg:

Wendy Hudson, Manager's Secretary at Sainsbury's in Canterbury with their donated Fairtrade Hamper

Notes for the Editor:

1.
Organisations represented at the Whole World Fair were:

Action for Southern Africa

Canterbury & District Interfaith Action (CANDIFA)

Canterbury District Fairtrade Network

Canterbury Umbrella

Christian Aid

Dhaka Project

Hope Romania

JMA (Junior Mission for All)

Medical Foundation for Care of Victims of Torture

Methodist Relief & Development Fund

NCH Action for Children

Operation Christmas Child

Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB)

Suchana

Traidcraft

United Nations Association (UNA)

UNICEF

2.  
Sainsbury’s decision to switch all its bananas to Fairtrade has had an enormous impact on the welfare of Caribbean banana growers.  The banana is the UK’s favourite fruit and Sainsbury’s sells over 10 million each week. The community premium (to be spent on projects to improve health, education, water supplies etc) which banana growers receive from Sainsbury’s now exceeds £4 million annually.
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