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Press Release

Monday 27 February

WHITSTABLE JUNIOR SCHOOL

AWARDED FAIRTRADE FOOTBALL

At 10.15am this morning, Julia Seath - the Councillor for Whitstable Harbour Ward - awarded a football emblazoned with the FAIRTRADE Mark to the headboy and girl of Whitstable Junior School.  The Junior School was one of a number of local schools to complete a questionnaire about ways in which it raises awareness of Fairtrade.  The questionnaire was sent to all local primary and secondary schools as part of the bid to attain Fairtrade District status.

On the initiative of Councillor Seath, the campaign to become a Fairtrade District was launched eighteen months ago. The campaign has been immensely successful, with Canterbury, Whitstable and Herne Bay becoming the first Fairtrade District in Kent. 

The presentation of the Fairtrade football was timed to coincide with a school assembly on Fairtrade which was taken by Charlotte Tagart of the World Education Development Group (WEDG).  This East Kent organisation, based in Canterbury, seeks to promote multicultural understanding through education and has earned an excellent reputation in this field.

“Children quickly grasp the importance of Fairtrade because they have such a keen understanding of the concept of fairness themselves”, explained Cllr Julia Seath.  “Children nowadays are beginning to educate their parents and grandparents about issues such as Fairtrade and the environment!”

PHOTOS ATTACHED

P1000138.jpg:  Presentation of the Fairtrade Football by Cllr Julia Seath to Josh and Hannah, headboy and headgirl of Whitstable Junior School, Oxford Street, Whitstable.  

P1000139.jpg:  Charlotte Tagart from the World Education Development Group (WEDG) giving an assembly about Fairtrade to Whitstable Junior School.

NOTES:

1. 
Fairtrade is an international scheme which provides Third World farmers with a fair price for their products.  Fairtrade products can be identified by the FAIRTRADE Mark which is awarded by the Fairtrade Foundation to products which meet internationally agreed criteria.  The FAIRTRADE Mark can be found on over 1000 products, ranging from tea, coffee, chocolate and fruit to flowers, footballs and even cotton clothes. 

2.
The Fairtrade Towns Movement was launched in 2001 and is rapidly gaining momentum. Canterbury, Whitstable and Herne Bay have the distinction of becoming the first Fairtrade District in Kent.  To achieve Fairtrade status, they have had to prove that there is extensive public support for Fairtrade locally and that Fairtrade products are widely available in shops, cafes and supermarkets.

3.
The University of Kent has recently achieved official recognition as a Fairtrade University.  Canterbury Cathedral has also been awarded Fairtrade status.  The simultaneous achievement of Fairtrade District, University and Cathedral status is a first in the UK!

4. 
Fairtrade Fortnight takes place annually during the first two weeks of March to raise awareness of Fairtrade.  This year, it is focussing on the theme “Got the Fairtrade Habit?  Pass it on…”  From 4-19 March, a whole series of Fairtrade stalls and publicity events will be held in local supermarkets, churches, schools and universities/colleges in Canterbury, Whitstable and Herne Bay.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION:

Sian Pettman, Canterbury District Fairtrade Network

Email: spettman@gn.apc.org  Tel: 01227 452 973 / 077 697 100 68

www.canterburyfairtradenetwork.org

Charlotte Tagart, World Education Development Group, 98a Broad St, Canterbury.  Email: wedg@wedg.fsnet.co.uk  Tel: 01227 766552  www.wedg.org.uk

